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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: A selective controlling apparatus and 
method for a soaking function is provided to 
enhance efficiency and reliability by enabling the 
soaking function to be selected in all courses of the 
washing machine. CONSTITUTION: A control panel 
(1) has a washing time selection display(2) and a 
washing course selection display. The washing time 
selection display(2) or the washing course selection 
display is installed with a soaking function. The 
soaking function can be selectively performed in all 
washing courses in combination with other course. 
Washing is performed as follows: A wanted course in selected in the washing course selection display. 
Washing time and the soaking function are selected to operate the washing machine. A soaking process is 
processed during a desired time period according to the operation of the washing machine. After the 
soaking process is completed, a desired washing course is performed. 
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